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Month Overview:
For the month of January, Saturn and Neptune will remain in harmony. Along with Jupiter in Taurus recently out of retrograde, and Mars continuing in Virgo, we should find the forward march in these first few weeks of the New Year to continue pretty much as expected. The second and third weeks of the month are the most productive and generating. Apply yourself, don’t let yourself miss out. 
The Cancer full moon on January 8 can raise emotional tides and vulnerabilities. It can bring up the past in some significant way. Issues of job or financial security, personal safety, domestic issues, and family matters can need tending. Mercury’s alignments with Jupiter and Uranus at the time of the full moon are informing and enlightening. They suggest the ability to articulate needs, to set plans in motion, and to find workable or creative solutions. 

Mars in Virgo stations retrograde, Jan 23 to April 13.  The transit began mid November and will complete by July 3. Mars is usually a quick transit, averaging 6 – 8 weeks through a sign. Due to its retrograde cycle, Jan 23 to April 4, Mars will spend almost 8 months on its current target practice. While lack of jobs or adequate compensation remains a critical issue, Mars will keep each of us hard at work on our own fix-it programs. With great precision, Mars in Virgo will target the weak, vulnerable or damaged. The transit serves to uncover what’s lacking, what’s wrong, what isn’t working, what’s flawed. In so doing, we’ll get to the core of what needs to be corrected, fixed and healed. 

When Mars tours Virgo, the common complaint from the receiving end is often one of “too little, too late”. This or other growing dissatisfactions will set the groundwork for the Mars retrograde, pull-back-and-shift-target cycle. From the end of January through the beginning of April, Mars retrograde serves to invert the attention and to refortify the ambition. Rather than focus on the external objectives, we turn the primarily attention back to self and to personal reconciliation. By creating an added degree of separation or disengagement, Mars retrograde allows for more objectivity and perspective. Mars in retrograde is an internal “heating” influence; a specific momentum builds more steam. We may see less of Kim Jong-Un, but know there is plenty of industry happening all the same. Through the middle of January, Mars is well aligned (in trine) with the sun. Pay close attention to events and impressions. What you undertake or become conscious of during this time can be useful and productive. It paves a pathway to improvement and healing.
A sequence of enlivening planetary advances between Jan 19 and 24 fires up the energy and redirects it onto something new. Watch for fresh trends, considerations, options, or concerns claim our attention.  
Jan 8: Full Moon: 11:30 pm - 18 Cancer 26

Jan 22: New Moon: 11:39 pm – 2 Aquarius 42 ~ Chinese New Year – Water Dragon
Jan 7: Mercury enters Capricorn: 10:34 pm

Jan 13: Venus enters Pisces: 9:47 pm 

Jan 19: Ceres enters Aries: 10:35 am (to April 9)
Jan 20: Sun enters Aquarius: 8:10 am 

Jan 23: Mars stations retrograde: 4:54 pm (23 Virgo 05) (to April 13)
Jan 27: Mercury enters Aquarius 10:12 am

All times listed are PST
Dates to watch: 6 – 13, 18, 19 - 24, 27
ARIES (March 21- April 19)

There’s no time to waste. Calling for you to get on to task, Mars begins the year in fix-it Virgo. This is a productive placement for Mars, so long as you get with the program rather than fight it. In fact, Mars is well aligned with the sun, so while there may not be much let up through the full moon Jan 8, it appears you can accomplish plenty. Mercury in Capricorn, Jan 7 to 27 helps you to stay organized and focused. While Mars tours Virgo, its time to upgrade skills, knowledge, methods, and coping skills. Practice mindfulness, stay attentive to diet, health, and other good for you measures and you’ll build the right bridge. Once Mars begins retrograde on Jan 23, it will be time to stop pushing the rocks uphill, and to allow what is already in motion to play itself out. Ceres in Aries, beginning Jan 19 and the new moon in “fresh brew” Aquarius Jan 23 gets you going on something new. 
TAURUS (April 20 -May 20)
Start of the year finds you on a good growth curve, thanks to Jupiter in Taurus, (recently out of retrograde), Mercury in Capricorn, and Mars in Virgo. Your energy and enthusiasm is your winning ticket. Put it to work and watch how far it gets you. In the next couple of weeks you can handle more and accomplish more than you normally would. Great relationship, career, and financial strides can be made. The full moon could bring official recognition or status, an acknowledgement, a job offer, or other important news. An important relationship can be cemented. Once wheels are set in motion, there’s a whole new journey to take. The liberating new moon Jan 22 can set you free in some unexpected way. A new project or place to be can be well timed. Noting that Mars begins retrograde on Jan 23, you are likely to run into fresh challenges. Consider the new as a test run or trial period and let the moment dictate your power plays. Mars will help you to be a quick learner.  

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)
Clearing your clutter, downsizing, upgrading, renovating, Mars in Virgo puts you to task on a home or personal improvement project. The full moon Jan 8 can put you under added financial or relationship strain. A new home based business or training program can take it out of you too, but you know that upfront effort is necessary. You also know you are as ready as you’ll ever be. The full moon can bring you to an important financial or personal decision, you should feel that it is fairly clearly cut. Just past the full moon, things should fall into place ready and well. Venus in Aquarius to Jan 13 helps you to take life in good stride. The refreshing new moon Jan 22 and Mars retrograde, beginning Jan 23 shifts your attention and lightens your load. Look for new interests and opportunities to keep you well stimulated and on the go. There’s plenty more to explore. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22)
Whether you study in the school of life or sign up for formal training, Mars in Virgo aims to put you on a faster learning curve. It’s time to strip it down to whom and what serves you best. Don’t waste your time with the marginal. Mars in Virgo can change your plans or can necessitate upgrades to transportation, marketing, communications, or schedules. Personal and professional relationships that are already on a good level will continue to deliver well. On the other hand, if you aren’t getting enough help or you aren’t satisfied with the advice or offerings, it is an appropriate time to explore alternate options. A new agent, advisor, counsellor, or career focus could be the ticket. Jan 11 to 20 can be a good time to negotiate contracts or sign agreements, to commit your dollars, time, or heart. The revitalizing new moon Jan 22 can deliver a financial or relationship fresh start. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
It seems you have a lot of working it out to do. Mars in Virgo concentrates your attention on your climbing-up-and-out mandate. Financial improvement is an area that requires your due diligence and your creativity. Belt tightening is a good place to start. You can help yourself along by cutting back on wasteful spending. A little here and there, it adds up to more than you realize. Pay closer attention and you’ll see how much you fritter away without notice. Body, mind, and/or soul, health is another major area to upgrade. Turn off the mindless TV watching, sign up at the gym, etc. The sun in Capricorn can help you to stay organized and committed, and that’s half the battle done. By the new moon in Aquarius, Jan 22, you’ll be able to switch onto a fresh new track. Consider this new moon and Mars retrograde, beginning Jan 23, as a window of opportunity. Go exploring and be willing to try something new on for size. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

January keeps you motoring through one thing after another at a steady clip. Mars in Virgo keeps your bravado and physical energy high, your creativity and libido too. Supported by Mercury and the sun in Capricorn, you should accomplish well, especially in the second week of the month, after you have surpassed the full moon crunch on Jan 8.  This full moon can put you under added emotional or financial pressure. Are you taking on the brunt of responsibility for another? Are you getting your needs met? Don’t be afraid to speak your mind or heart. It is time to clear the air. Supportive stars help you to organize and to articulate very well. 
Mars in retrograde, beginning Jan 23 can shift your objectives or attention. Regarding your job, money making prospects, social life, fitness routines, and love life, you’ll feel a need to freshen things up. It’s appropriate to look for something new to keep things stimulating.  

LIBRA (Sept 22-Oct 22)
Whether it travels by direct or retrograde motion, Mars in Virgo continues as a background influence. There are times when you feel fine and times when you don’t. There can be times when you appreciate solitude and times when you feel out of the loop. Off and on, you can be aware of sense of uncertainty or free floating anxiety that can be hard to pinpoint.  Productively, Mars in Virgo suggests that you have something substantial on go, whether it’s a study, ambition, creative project, or budding relationship. Whatever is brewing will make its presence better known in due course. For now, do what you can, while you can. The most important thing is not to your ignore intuitive prompts, especially when it comes to health or improvement mandates.
The full moon Jan 8 puts you under added pressure. You may find the necessity to fend for yourself or to take on more than you have initially planned. This is a time when you can handle more, so trust yourself more and question yourself less. Yes, you have what it takes.  

Watch for Ceres in Aries, Jan 19, the new moon in Aquarius, Jan 22, and Mercury’s advance into Aquarius, Jan 27, to get things rolling in a new direction.

SCORPIO (Oct 23~Nov 22)
You have some time to go yet before you sort it all out, but January’s start sees you making good stride. The full moon Jan 8 can bring important news, legal matters to address, or a contract to negotiate. It can put you back in touch with family, your community, or social life. It is also the prompt that will settle you back into a productive work flow. The mid two weeks of the month make for a smooth forward march. You should see a significant corner turned by the time the sun advances into Aquarius Jan 20. The new moon Jan 22 puts you onto a fired up initiative. You’ll feel quite ready to dive into a new chapter.  Once you get onto this new track, you should find you can make faster progress than you have over the past few months.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22~DEC21)
Mars in Virgo suggests you still have a lot of legwork to do, but Mercury (beginning Jan 7) and the sun in Capricorn help you to make productive use of your time and resources. This will be especially so from the full moon Jan 8 to the sun’s advance into Aquarius on Jan 20. The full moon Jan 8 can be emotional or financially challenging, but it also helps you to lay the cards on the table and figure out what the priorities are.
Ceres entrance into Aries on Jan 19 can fire you up and unleash you in some positive way. This is a very creative influence. Along with the new moon in Aquarius, and Mercury’s entrance into this sign on Jan 27, you should find plenty of fresh stimulus to keep you going. Mars retrograde, beginning Jan 23, can redirect your attention away from the “should” category. You’ll find less reason to yield, buckle, or bide time. It arms you with a fresh attitude and approach which can help you to make faster progress.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22~JAN 19)
Saturn in harmony with Neptune for the whole month suggests a fairly smooth roll. No matter what the stars throw at you, it looks like you’ll take it good stride. Mercury’s advance into Capricorn on Jan 7, just before the full moon Jan 8, loans you added strength and stamina. It seems the shots are yours to call. This full moon can bring you to clarity on an important relationship, financial, or career matter. The full moon or the days that follow could see you negotiate an important contract, or set some other important paving stone. Past Jan 19, you’ll cross another threshold and find yourself onto a new program. The new moon Jan 22 through Jan 24 fires up a new initiative. There can be an unexpected detour or redirection, fresh considerations, interests, or prospects. Be open to synchronicity and modify as the moment dictates. Don’t hesitate to follow inspirations or to dive right into something new. 
AQUARIUS (Jan 20~Feb 18)
Venus continuing in Aquarius to Jan 13 makes for an easy go for the most part. You can take your time getting back on track in this first week, but by the time Mercury  advances into Capricorn on Jan 7 it will be time to commit more fully to better work, spending, and health habits. Calling added attention to safeguards and self preservation needs, the full moon Jan 8 can put you under pressure to build a better cushion for yourself. Look at it as a timely prompt. Keep good effort going in the second and third weeks and you’ll give yourself a good running start. Once you have established a routine, it can get easier to maintain it. In fact, rather than it feeling like a requirement, you can develop a craving for it instead.  

The bunch-up of planetary activity between Jan 20 and Jan 23 can feel like someone pushed the refresh button. It could produce a wake-up call, or an adrenaline buzz. To be sure, there will be plenty of fresh stimuli to get you going. 

PISCES (Feb 19~March 20)
By the time the full moon rises on Jan 8, you’ll feel that the holidays have receded fast. In fact, you’ll be itching to leave the past where it belongs, but there may be some revisiting, loose ends, or finishing off to do. Over all, it seems you’ll have it pretty well worked out. 

Jan 13 to 16 are ideal dates for diving into something new. You’ll find synchronicity works well. You’ll find yourself feeling empowered, creatively inspired, and in good command both physically and mentally. The stars help you to be an effective communicator, performer, negotiator, and a good influence on others. It’s easy to impress others, so it’s a good time to interview for a job, etc.  Venus in Pisces, Jan 13 to Feb 7, puts you into a positive attraction and enhancement cycle. Freshen up your appearance or something more. Mars retrograde, beginning Jan 23, increases your independence. It takes the attention off what you aren’t getting from others and onto finding it within yourself.  You’ll find need others less and that you want yourself more. 
